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Christkindlmarket Des Moines Moves to Principal Park Grounds
‘Twas the Night Before #CDM2019 Preview Offers Unique Opportunity
DES MOINES, Oct. 23, 2019 – The Des Moines European Heritage Association (DMEHA) has announced that its 2019 Christkindlmarket Des Moines (CDM) will be open Dec. 6-8 on the grounds of Principal Park in downtown Des Moines. New this year is a special ticketed preview event, ‘Twas the Night Before #CDM2019, on Dec. 5. In its first three years, the free event has drawn more than 90,000 visitors who have enjoyed an Old-World holiday experience with more than 30 vendors and over 100 entertainers.  
“We are very excited to invite people to our new Christkindlmarket Des Moines home at Principal Park in downtown Des Moines,” says Suzanne Hull, DMEHA president and founder. “We had outgrown our previous location, so we are thrilled at the extra space this venue provides to expand and grow our German-style Christmas market to help connect people with an authentic and culturally based holiday event that’s still not very common in America.”
The 2019 Christkindlmarket Des Moines will feature an expanded variety of gift vendors selling their goods from authentic wooden huts made by local high school students. Building on last year’s smash success, the market will have even more items imported directly from Germany such as steins, nutcrackers, ornaments, holiday foods and candies. From the Midwest, vendors will offer everything from gingerbread, strudel, gourmet oils, handmade ornaments, candles and wooden utensils. In addition, attendees will get to see seven different artisans create their wares directly. These include a tinsmith, wooden utensil carver, a glass-blower, a chainsaw carver, a wreath-maker, a dairy goat farmer and a jewelry maker. 
Always a crowd favorite, this year’s Yuletide Hall will be even larger as the market’s enclosed, heated entertainment tent. It will offer marketgoers a great space to sit and watch the local and regional musical acts while they enjoy easy access to the wide variety of beers, including this year’s specialty-brew, a Christmas bock made by 515 Brewery, called O’Tannenbock. Of course, Glühwein and other beverage options will be available. Stepping just outside of Yuletide Hall, attendees can wander through the new Weihnachtswald (Christmas forest) covered area to see this year’s array of trees decorated by area nonprofit organizations available for bidding through the market’s auction app bidr.co.
The opening ceremony will be on the market’s first day, Friday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. It will feature a children’s lantern procession to help announce the arrival of St. Nikolaus and the Christkind, the traditional Christmas angel from German lore, who will officially open the 2019 Christkindlmarket Des Moines. For those who can’t wait until the official opening, tickets are available to the ‘Twas the Night Before #CDM2019 preview on Dec. 5 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. General admission is $35, which includes food/drink tickets, a collectible mug, free parking and access to vendors before the general public. For $60, VIP tickets get upgraded to a complete German-style buffet dinner inside Yuletide Hall with entertainment and a gift bag featuring hand-selected items from market partners. Tickets for the preview event can be bought by visiting www.christkindlmarketdsm.com
As a special add-on to the ‘Twas the Night Before #CDM2019 preview night, ticketed marketgoers can witness Des Moines’ first Krampuslauf, which is a pub-crawl-style run of people dressed as the authentic Krampus creature, which legend says preys upon bad children on St. Nicklaus Eve, Dec. 5. While the Krampus group won’t be in the market proper, they will be easily seen and heard by those attending for about 30 minutes starting at 6:15 p.m.

“More than ever, the 2019 Christkindlmarket Des Moines will take our visitors to an old German village during Christmas time without having to leave Iowa,” Hull says. “From the aromatic smell of Glühwein and roasted nuts in the air to the holiday music streaming from Yuletide Hall, time spent with us will create lasting memories for the entire family.”
The 2019 Christkindlmarket Des Moines is open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 6-7 and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 8. There is no admission cost and parking is free before 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and all day Sunday in Principal Park lots.

As always, the DMEHA continues to seek volunteers to assist in all of its year-round activities, as well as the Christkindlmarket. Volunteer shifts start at only two to three hours. All interested in volunteering or becoming a sponsor should visit the main website at www.christkindlmarketdsm.com or the group’s Facebook page: ChristkindlmarketDesMoines or on Instagram at: christmasdesmoines  or Twitter at: christmasdsm
Christkindlmarket Des Moines 2019 Sponsors: Thanks to the generous support of the Pattie and Jim Cownie Charitable Fund and the Deb and Paul Hayes charitable fund, along with a number of donors and sponsors, we’re able to offer Christkindlmarket Des Moines free to our community. Some of the supporting sponsors include: MidAmerican Energy Company, Farmboy, Inc., Gail’s Photography, Centennial Warehousing Corporation, Danish Windmill, Carpenters Local 106, Merrill Lynch, Grand View University, Gilcrest/Jewett, Iowa State Bank, EMC Insurance Foundation, Wartburg College, NB Golf Cars, Lamberti, Gocke & Luetje, P.C., The Rasmussen Group, Prairie Meadows, The Härtel Family, Ankeny Auto Body 1, M&M Family, Siegwerk USA, Inc. and the Polk County Board of Supervisors.
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The Des Moines European Heritage Association (DMEHA) is a 501c3 tax-exempt non-profit that connects Iowans with European traditions, language education and cultural experiences and that provides resources and tools to other cultural heritage organizations.
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